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in this respect, as in so many others, the works of
garbarek have been redrawn to accommodate the
new technologies of today. she accepts, for
instance, the space of her own body and the
medium of technology in ways that reflect her
own personal understanding of the very means of
communication. as she has remarked, "i dont
write music on my laptop, and ive never recorded
music on it." if the most essential part of a
musical experience is the inner workings of one
individual, and if the foremost element of this
individuals life is the expression of those inner
workings, then exposure is paramount. in this
way, if one has the chance to immerse oneself in
the mind of a master, it would be a foolish error
not to. as a distinct proposition, that is, if one is a
musician. in this manner, one can glean a myriad
of treasures from a single artist. the four pieces
included here are all waldron compositions for his
exposure series, an effort to explore the most
essential elements of sound that he has to offer.
waldron describes these pieces as being capable
of heightening one's awareness, or rather, one's
exposure, to the most basic elements of sound. in
this, they are typical of waldrons work. they are
also perhaps the most direct piece of music he
has ever written, though they are perhaps a bit
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more difficult to describe. by the time of these
four compositions, waldron had essentially made
his career. as of exposure his music had been
recorded by a number of labels and in a number
of contexts, including the jazz composers
concordance series. these four pieces, however,
were originally composed for a recording project
waldron was exploring with percussionist joey
baron. the idea was to record an entire album
comprised of waldrons pieces and then to play
each piece sequentially. in this way, waldron was
free to play the pieces without any external
context. he could perform them as he saw fit, free
from preconception, free from performance.
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the artists that make up the pat metheny group
have a reputation for being careful with their

materials, and this holds true for their discography
as well. however, it is almost impossible to play
the disc in a room full of people without feeling
something. the energy and the atmosphere it
exudes is impossible to resist. the record is a

perfect companion for those looking to get back
on the road, as it is a far cry from your average

dance-floor anthems. in a recent meeting, parkins
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reflected on the early days of her relationship with
the instrument. as she recalls, i had never owned
an electric harp in my life. and i knew i wanted it

as a partner, not a replacement. so when i got it, i
just started to play and there was this amazing,
amazing, amazing sound. i could feel that this
would be my own sound. the sound of the harp
was so abstract, free and all these other things.
and that was the beginning of the relationship

with the instrument, which was good because, of
course, i was eventually going to use the harp and

not just play it. i think a lot of people who are
turning to playing the electric harp are being

driven by a desire to understand the feeling of the
harp. with a certain inevitability, one of the most
passionate harpists of our time is also the most
approachable, exhibiting a relaxed generosity of

spirit that radiates from her face and mind.
hesitant to speak much on the subject of her

career, she speaks freely about her time in the
corporate world, from her first forays into the

business world to the present day. and while the
challenges of the last decade have been

tumultuous, parkins sees her current condition as
a positive evolution of sorts. not to sound too self-
serving, but it would be foolish for her to suggest

that her financial situation is somehow improved. i
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have no major company, im just a recording artist,
and that is a great thing for me right now.
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